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REPORT,  No.  1 

The  Sub-Commission  of  Press,  formed  of  the  Delegates 
of  Ecuador,  Nicaragua,  Haiti,  Honduras,  Paraguay  and  Panama, 
the  last  named  as  Rapporteur,  met  on  August  9»  at  4:00  p.m., 
under  the  presidency  of  the  Delegate  of  Colombia,  and  for- 
mulated the  following  resolutions: 

1)  To  maintain  close  relations  with  the 
Publicity  Commission  placed  at  the  service  of 
the  Inter-American  Commission  of  Women  by  the 
Argentine  Government  through  the  representa- 
tive that  the  Administrative  Commission  of 
Publicity  and  Press  has  within  this  Sub-Com- 
mission. 

2)  After  the  daily  deliberations  this  Sub- 
Commission  of  Press  and  Publicity  will  be  in- 
formed of  all  the  publicity  material  gathered 
by  the^Administrative  Commission  of  Press- for 
Its  release  to  the  press. 

3)  This  Me  visu"  work  of  Information  will 
be  carried  out  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Sub-Com- 
mission, the  Delegate  of  Colombia,  in  collabo- 
ration with  two  members  who  will  rotate  as 
follows:   a)  Colombia,  Ecuador  and  Panama;  b) 
Colombia,  Haiti  and  Paraguay;  c)  Colombia, 
Honduras  and  Nicaragua,  then  beginning  again 

by  a), 

ij.)  To  entrust  to  the  Administrative  Com- 

mission of  Press  the  preparation  of  twenty 
folders,  one  for  each  Delegate  of  the  American 
Republics,  in  which  will  be  placed  a  compila- 
tion of  the  information  published  by  the  local 
press  on  the  activities  of  the  Extraordinary 
Assembly  of  the  Inter-American  Commission  of 
Women. 

The  session  was  adjourned  at  1^:30  p»m« 
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SECOND  PRELIMINARY  MEETING 


OP  THE 


EXTRAORDINARY  ASSEMBLY 


OP  THE 


INTER-AMERICAN  COMMISSION  OP  WOMEN 


HELD  ON 


AUGUST  9,  AT  I09Ij5  toB, 
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BLEMOS   AIRES 


DRAFT   REGULATIONS 


OP  THE 


EXTRAORDINARY  ASSEMBLY 


OP  THE 


INTER-AMERICAN  COMMISSION  OP  WOMEN 


(Drawn  up  by  the  Pan-American  Union) 
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REGULATIONS 


FOR  THE 


EXTRAORDINARY  ASSEMBLY 


OF  THE 


INTER-AMERICAN  COMMISSION  OF  WOMEN 


(Drawn  up  by  the  Pan-American  Union^, 
amended  and  approved  in  the  Prelimi~ 
nary  Session  held  on  August  9P  19^.9) 
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Prosecutions  by  the  Associate  Institution  for  Im- 
proving  and  Enforcing  the  Laws  for  the 
Protection  of  Women. 


Clebkenwell  Sessions,  January  12/A,  1874. 
(Before  Mr.  Serjeant  Cox.) 

Pierre  Despres,  52,  a  Teacher  of  Languages,  was  in- 
dicted for  indecently  assaulting  John  Kain,  15,  ami 
Margaret  Kain,  only  10  years  of  age.  After  the  evidence 
had  been  given  in  support  of  the  charge,  the  prisoner 
was  permitted  to  call  witnesses  to  speak  to  his  general 
good  character.  Permission  was  afterwards  obtained  to 
call  other  witnesses  to  speak  as  to  his  bad  character. 
It  was  proved  that  he  had  undergone  18  months'  im- 
prisonment with  hard  labour  for  indecently  assaulting  a 
boy — that  he  had  been  summarily  convicted  at  the 
Mansiou  House  on  two  similar  charges — and  that  other 
accusations  of  the  same  kind  had  been  made,  but  the 
complainants  had  declined  to  take  proceedings  against 
him. 

The  Jury  returned  a  verdict  of  guilty. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Cox,  in  passing  sentence,  remarked  that 
the  thanks  of  the  public  were  due  to  the  Society  for 
having  taken  up  this  prosecution.  The  prisoner  was 
incorrigible,  and  the  Bench  regretted  that  they  could 
not  inflict  a  more  severe  punishment.  He  must  be 
imprisoned  and  kept  c.t  hard  labour  for  two  years. 
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A  Prosecution  by  the  Associate  Institution  for 
Improving  and  Enforcing  the  Laws  for  the 
Protection  of  Women. 


Middlesex  Sessions,  Clerkenwell, 

October  23rd,  1874, 

(Before  Mr.  Serjeant  Cox) 

(The  following  report  is  from  the  Times  of  24th  Oct.) 

"  William  Fitzgerald,  50,  was  indicted  for  unlawfully  and  mali- 
ciously wounding  Catherine,  his  wife,  on  the  31st  of  March  last 

Mr.  Besley,  on  behalf  of  the  Associate  Institution  for  the 
Protection  of  Women,  prosecuted. 

The  prisoner  is  an  Irishman,  and  was  married  in  1859.  He 
ill-treated  his  wife  immediately  afterwards,  and  was  committed 
to  prison  for  assaults  on  her.  In  1862  he  went  to  America,  and 
was  absent  eight  years.  He  returned  to  London  in  1870,  and 
during  the  four  years  which  have  elapsed,  he  has  spent  two 
years  in  prison  for  violent  assaults  upon  his  wife.  She  separated 
from  him  in  September  or  October,  1873,  and  was  living  in 
Lincoln-court,  Drury-lane,  with  her  son,  aged  11,  until  February 
last,  when  another  child  was  born ;  and,  four  days  after  her 
confinement,  the  prisoner  went  there,  beat  her,  and  would  have 
killed  her  but  for  the  interference  of  the  woman  who  was  acting 
as  nurse.  On  that  occasion,  he  was  bound  over  to  keep  the 
peace.  On  the  31st  of  March,  on  leaving  work,  he  met  his  son,  and 
took  him  to  Heron's  buildings,  St.  Katherine's  Docks.  He  told 
the  boy,  when  he  cried  to  go  home,  that  he  would  do  for  him  and 
for  his  mother  too.  He  left  him  at  a  Mrs.  Collins's,  and  believed 
that  he  would  sleep  there,  and  that  he  might  commit  violence  on 
his  wife  when  she  was  alone  with  the  baby,  then  five  weeks  old. 
But  Mrs.  Collins  sent  the  boy  home  by  an  omnibus,  and  mother 
and  son  went  to  bed,  and  bolted  the  door.  At  half-past  4  on  the 
following  morning,  the  prisoner  burst  in,  with  a  brick  in  his 
hand,  but  put  it  down,  and  used  as  a  weapon  an  iron  fender,  four 
feet  long  and  nine  inches  wide,  with  a  sharp  edge.  He  did  not 
utter  a  word,  but,  with  the  fender,  struck  his  wife  on  the  cheek, 
the  arm,  the  shoulder,  and  the  legs.  She  begged  him  not  to 
murder  her,  but  he  did  not  desist  until  she  was  senseless ;  and  the 
son  called  out,  "  You  have  murdered  my  mother  at  last."  He 
then  got  away  over  the  walls  of  the  houses  in  the  rear,  and  was 
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Prosecutions  by  the  Associate  Institution  for 
Improving  and  Enforcing  the  Laws  for 
the  Protection  of  Women. 


SURREY   SESSIONS,  NEWINGTON, 
.    yttnt  8//1,  1875. 

(Before  W.  Hardman,  Esq.) 

William  Bailey,  a  Clerk,  was  indicted  for  improperly 
assaulting  Ada  Florence  Nettleton,  only  9  years  of  age. 

Prisoner  pleaded  guilty. 

The  Chairman  said  that  he  had  looked  over  the  deposi- 
tions of  the  charge,  and  that  the  prisoner,  by  pleading  guilty, 
had  saved  the  Court  the  trouble  of  going  through  a  case  which 
would  have  revealed  a  most  disgraceful  state  of  things.  He 
was  sorry  that  the  law  did  not  give  Magistrates  at  Quarter 
Sessions  the  power  to  order  prisoners  of  this  description  a  good 
sound  flogging,  as  he  should  certainly  have  ordered  flogging  in 
this  case.  He  regretted  that  the  law  only  enabled  him  to 
sentence  the  prisoner  to  two  years'  imprisonment  with  hard 
labour. 


CENTRAL    CRIMINAL   COURT, 
June  lot/i,  1875. 

(Before  Mr.  Justice  Blackburn.) 

John  Foy,  Thomas  Foy  and  James  Burr,  labourers, 
were  indicted  for  an  outrageous  assault  upon  Mary  Ann  Ward, 
a  married  woman. 
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